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RE: Working with Teresa Piccari

   I have been attending Teresa’s workshops and classes for several
years. I have enjoyed them all, and benefited from Teresa’s knowledge
and feedback.
   Originally I attended group classes, which were exciting and illumi-
nating. Great group of people, and some wonderful stories. Everyone
brought a work in progress. The quality was high and the enthusiasm
and perceptive critiques were terrific.
   I do not get to spend as much time as I would like on my writing,
and eventually attending a regular class did not work for me. So re-
cently I have taken some private one-on-one sessions with Teresa. I
am working when I can on a memoir called “Dog Tired”. Teresa
guided me from the beginning days of organizing my ideas and getting
an accurate outline with accompanying visuals, which has proved to
be an enormous help to me.
   Teresa is always encouraging about my work. I think we all need a
pat on the back for our efforts! And her positive attitude is welcome
and reviving. She stresses the strengths, pointing out distinctive
phrases and passages that show a flair for prose. And she gives sugges-
tions for  improving the story, sometimes expanding on a good begin-
ning, or excising an extraneous element.
   Another big plus for Teresa is her extensive knowledge of writers
and writing in many different genres. She frequently reads aloud an
appropriate line or a pertinent paragraph that illustrates her point and
gives me food for thought. She also gives occasional writing prompts
that really make me rummage through the attic of my mind to collect
my thoughts and get something intelligible on paper at a moment’s
notice. The results are always surprising, and sometimes even worthy
of saving for my book!
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